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Stanley Milgram masterminded? another, much more famous experiment showing that
people are all connected to one another by an average of “six degrees of separation” (your
friend is one degree from you, your friend's friend is two degrees, and so on). Milgram’s
experiment, conducted in the 1960s, involved giving a few hundred people who lived in
Nebraska a letter addressed to a businessman in Boston, more than a thousand miles
away. They were asked to send the letter to somebody they knew personally. The goal was
to get it to someone they thought would be more likely than they to? have a personal
relationship with the Boston businessman. And the number of hops from person to person
that the letter took to reach the target was tracked. On average, six hops were required.
()

But some academics were skeptical®. For instance, as far apart as Nebraska and Boston
might be (both geographically and culturally), they were both inside the United States. So
in 2002, physicist-turned-sociologist Duncan Watts and his colleagues Peter Dodds and
Roby Muhamad decided to replicate? Milgram's experiment on a global scale using e-mail
as the mode by which people communicated. They recruited more than ninety-eight
thousand subjects (mostly from the United States) to send a message to "targets" around
the world by forwarding the e-mail to someone each subject knew who might in turn know
the targeted person. Each subject was randomly assigned one target from a list of eighteen
possible targets in thirteen countries. The targets included a professor at an Ivy League
university, an archival inspector in Estonia, a technology consultant in India, a policeman
in Australia, and a veterinarian® in the Norwegian army—quite a motley crew®. Once
again—astonishingly—it took roughly six steps (on average) to get the e-mail to each
targeted person, replicating Milgram’s original estimate of just how small the world is.

(Connected: The Amazing Power of Social Networks and How They Shape Our Lives by
Nicholas Christakis, James Fowler,Harper Press, 2011. Reprinted by permission of
HarperCollins Publishers Ltd (c¢) Nicholas Christakis, James Fowler 2011 X ¥ {Ejk)
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